Lutherans For Life of Michigan - o

r £ £ 4

November.December.January 200¢

THE PRISM OF GOD’S GRACE

There is seemingly nothing very special about a prism. It is a small piece of glass. It seems quite ordinary. But that little prism takes light - ordinary
light - and separates it into the most brilliant colors of the rainbow. Now the ordinary has become the extraordinary, and what seems like nothing
special has been revealed as very special.

God'’s grace is like a prism. When we are under God's grace, all of the ordinary things of life can be seen in a new light. In fact, the most ordinary
of things, such as water, become under God's Word and God's grace a "life giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy
Spirit." (Luther’s Small Catechism) Ordinary words become the vehicles of God's grace in Holy Scripture, and ordinary bread and wine convey to us
the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given for us Christians to eat and drink.

The prism of God's grace permeates every dark corner of our lives. That includes lives torn apart by sin and sin’s consequences. In the prism of
God's grace, past sins are forgiven. The heavy darkness of our hearts is flooded with the bright and colorful light of God's grace. Despair gives way
to hope. Fear succumbs to peace. The state of war with God is over. Jesus Christ, in His very body, was the peace treaty, signed in His own blood.
By the cross, God has put away the devil's accusations. When Jesus Christ said, "It is finished", it was finished! All had been done to save us from
our sins and bring us the inheritance of the saints in light.

This prism of God's grace also reveals to us the miracle and the sanctity of each and every human life. Each person is one redeemed by Christ the
Savior. Each baby, even from the time of conception, is a miracle. The ordinary in human birth, human life, even the day to day grind that often
leaves us tired and listless, becomes under the prism of God’s grace something marvelous, something wonderful, for each of us is "fearfully and
wonderfully made."

In this way, the prism of God's grace shines into each dark corner of our
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The mission of LFL is to witness to the sanctity dfiuman life through education based on the Word oGod.




Lutherans For Life of Michigan believes that th
Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak
act on behalf of those who are vulnerable
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Biblical truth manifested in the wanton destructjon

of innocent human life through legalized aborti
on-demand, the growing threat to the lives of at
through legalized assisted suicide and euthan
Therefore, we will strive together, dsitherans
FOR Life, to give witness, from a Biblic:
perspective to the Church and society on thesd
related issues such as chastity, pdstrtion
healing and family living.
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“A Time to Speak”

April 12,2008
St Paul Lutheran Church
202 East 5™ Street
Royal Oak

Rev John Nunes, recently elected Director of Lutheran World Relief
and former pastor of St John Lutheran Church in Detroit, will deliver

the keynote address, A Time to Speak, based on Ecclesiastes 3:7b.

The Billie Brooks Memorial Choir will
provide choral music during the event.

Please call your reservations to
Susan Hill at 586-468-7871 or email jshill_4548@sbcglobal.net
by March 30, 2008

There is no cost involved in attending the event.
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PROJECT IDEA

I\
PN
EL A Baby Shower

With the Life Ministry Coordinator Program, Luthesafor Life has attempted to make it a
ministry within a congregation that does not planeadded burden on already busy church
volunteers, but rather has congregational memherserporating Life Ministry within
already existing church ministries like LWML, LLILadies Aid, Social Ministry, Stephen
Ministry, and the like --- kind of &Bloom Where You are Plantedapproach. The
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) of Chrisitheran Church in Birch Run
will be doing just that.

The LWML women have invited both men and women ke tongregation to a ‘Baby
Shower Luncheon’ in their fellowship hall after anflay church service. The gifts of
clothing, diapers, formula, baby care items, oniwre will be brought to the luncheon
unwrapped to be given later to their local crisregmancy center (CPC). Monetary
donations are also being accepted. After playirfgva ‘fun’ shower games, they have
invited a representative from their local CPC tarsha presentation about the center and
the work they do for young moms and their unboriddobn. What a great way to help
mothers in need and at the same time encouragevi&lip in your congregation.

If you have any questions on how to set up thie tgp event, you may contact Nancy
Hillenbrand at 989-652-8930.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans -- Funding Available

Funding is available through your local chapterTafivent and its “Care Communities
Program” to purchase baby items for your localigggegnancy center. This program does
not require a fundraiser but only that an individba interested in helping someone in
need. Contact your local chapter and apply fodiiug early in 2008. What an easy and
helpful project for a Life Ministry Coordinator.

Thanks again to all LMC'’s for everything you do within yoghurch and community in
support of the LIFE ISSUES. If Lutherans for LdEMichigan can be of any help to you,
please give Jean Peters a call at 989-652-2542; Gba continue to bless all your efforts
for Him andfor those who CHOOSE LIFE



NATIONAL LUTHERANS FOR LIFE CONFERENCE REPORT

In the Hand of God was the theme as Lutherans gathered from across the United States and Canada for
the LFL National Conference in Omaha, NE on July 6-8, 2007. Dr Wallace Schultz, Executive Editor of
Good News magazine and former speaker on The Lutheran Hour, gave the Friday night keynote address.
Saturday morning included plenary addresses from Dr David Menton, Associate Professor Emeritus of
Anatomy and Neurobiology at Washington University School of Medicine; Rev Dr Dean Wenthe, President
of Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft Wayne; and Buddy Davis, speaker, singer and songwriter for
Answers in Genesis.

In the Sunday morning Bible study, Rev Dr James Lamb,
laid three foundation stones upon which the Christian
stands when connecting God’s Word of Life with the life
issues. “We are created by God’s hands, redeemed by
His hands, and He calls us and holds us in His hands.
This foundation does not shift or change. It stands
forever. This foundation gives value to human life
because of what God has done. This foundation enables
bold and joyful proclamation of the value of God’s gift of
life in all circumstances.”

Dr Lamb’s Sunday morning sermon theme was God in
Hand or in the Hand of God? Based on Job 12:4-10.
“Carrying your god around in your hand might seem

LFL President, Diane Schroeder [center], is

pictured with Buddy Davis [left] and Dr David convenient. You could shape and form your god into
Menton [right], both conference presenters whatever you wanted him to be and have him say
from Answers in Genesis. whatever you wanted to hear. But there is a problem

with such a god in hand. They would have to be so very,

very small. Such a god could never carry you in his hand.
But there is a God who can! ‘In God’s hands is the life of
every creature and the breath of all mankind’ [Job 12:10].
The God who created us in our mothers’ wombs with His
hands, the God who redeemed us with His hands nailed to
a cross this God now holds us. Indeed, we are engraved in
the palm of His hand. This is our comfort and hope when
facing difficult times. This is our power and strength as we
share with others the value and dignity God’s hands give to
all life.”

Life Sunday Materials

The theme for Life Sunday 2008 is In the Hand of God, based on National Lutherans For Life Conference
Job 12:10. The special materials focus on those hands and our Iat;te?d?ezt]fg’m M'gh’g_a” ’”C{gdetd 7{7‘[‘;’27
[T : . efttorig onnie Davis, president o -
Trinitarian theqlogy.. God cre_ated us with His hands_. He Mi: Susan Hill, LFLMI Urban Outreach
redeemed us with His hands nailed to a cross. He calls us in the coordinator: Pastor James Fundum, St Paul
waters of Baptism and holds us in His hands. Laurium; and Carl Oehling from Coloma.
Missing from the photo is Richard Greiner

You may place your orders by calling the national LFL office at from St Matthew Holt who serves as

Treasurer on the National LFL Board of
Directors.

1-888-364-LIFE or emailing orders@Iutheransforlife.org




On August 8, LFL-MI President, Connie
Davis, presented the message God
Loves All People to the students and
teachers at Redford Lutheran Vacation
Bible School in Detroit. The response of
the children was respectful and
enthusiastic!

The children at Redford Lutheran
VBS in Detroit especially enjoyed
holding and discussing the fetal
models used in the presentation.

Late Report for Diaper Shower: St Lorenz Lutheran Church in
Frankenmuth has reported that they also participated in the
Statewide Diaper Shower sponsored by LFL-MI in May.




Bloom...
her You Arc anted

Pictured above are patrticipants in the Bloom Where You Are Planted event co-sponsored by LFL-
MI and Loving Arms Macomb County LFL Chapter on September 22 at St Peter Lutheran Church
in Macomb. Life Ministry Coordinators from eleven Lutheran congregations were in attendance ...
Eleanor Krauss [St Paul Lapeer], Sandy MacDonald [Our Savior Armada], Linda DeVoogd
[Shepherd’'s Gate Shelby Twp], Linda Finkel [St John Port Hope], Harold Krauss [St Paul Lapeer],
Clara See [Our Redeemer Washington], Ray and Lucy Schilling [St John Fraser], Pastor Paul
Burow [Immanuel Macomb] and Dorothy Kethe [St Peter Eastpointe] Missing from the photo are
Dwight Bandemer [Hope Warren], Dale Griffith and Terry Krauss [St John Rochester] and Sandra
Schultz [Guardian Dearborn]

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 13 - LWML Retreat in Cass City [We Believe Therefore We Speak plus Stem Cell Research & Cloning]
October 14 - LFL-MI Exhibit at Christ Our Savior Livonia Ministry Fair
LFL-MI Exhibit at Bethlehem Saginaw Home Town Missions Fair
November 11 - LFL-MI Board of Directors Meeting [St Matthew Holt]
Discovering Real Love Purity Rally at Our Savior Lutheran in Lansing
November 13 - Women’s Guild at Christ the King Grosse Pointe Woods [Stem Cell Research & Cloning]
November 16 - MOPS at St Peter Macomb [How To Speak To Your Children About Life Issues]
January 23, 2008 - Chapel Message at St John Port Hope

April 12, 2008 - ‘A Time to Speak’ at St Paul Royal Oak with Pastor John Nunes
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What's Happening.....in Michigan? continued..

Humble beginnings at “the barn”...and a shoe box....

Hebrews 11:1 says: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” (RSV) Encouraged by this Word, we
made a call to LFL in lowa and Ed Szeto from the national LFL office
and Connie Davis, LFL-MI president, came to explain and instruct us on
how to set up a chapter. We met that night at “the barn” on the very cold
night of January 6, 2005. We were encouraged and the nine of us
present decided to start a Lutherans for Life chapter in our county.

Our first project for LFL was a ‘shoe box'. | remember when | first went
to the Pregnancy Help Center with the box to introduce ourselves and
let them know who we were, the director commented that they had
never heard of Lutherans for Life. On this occasion the director shared Pictured [L to R] are members of Heart to Heart
with me that the PHC was looking for funds to pay for the new  Livingston County LFL chapter in front of the ‘barn’ on the
ultrasound machine that Focus on the Family had given them. prﬁpen{h of L,’;’fa'z °'; the Sh?ptf.'etrdd L.“tZera” Chzuorgg’,
Hoyv_ever, the center _needed to pay $8,000 for part of the machine and VDVO%Z H:y, Ma,; ?/?gi;’wg:t géfuine%t’ a,?aﬁ;y Jones;
training for those giving the ultrasounds to the clients. So, we went to Eileen Smith and Pat Sefton.

work and through presentations, private donations and the first Baby

Bottle Boomerang we were able to collect over $4,000 within two months! Heart to Heart Lutherans for Life Livingston County
Chapter 322 paid half of the money needed to have the ultrasound machine installed and running at the Pregnancy Help
Center!

Because of the new ultrasound machine, the mothers can see the heart beat of their babies. When women see the hearts of
their babies, it becomes real to them that this is a human being and they are convicted that this is life in their wombs! Thanks to
the new ultrasound machine the PHC has now become a “clinic’. We are humbled and honored to play a small part in serving
the unborn. At the center, they commend us for being one of their best helpers/donors. Who would have thought that the
meeting of nine at “the barn” on a cold winter night, and LFL pamphlets in a shoe box were going to be used powerfully!

We have done successful baby bottle boomerangs since the beginning. This past June, we presented the center with a check in
the amount of $4,317.72. The churches where we work (so far) are: Heart of the Shepherd (Howell), Shepherd of the Lakes
(Brighton) and Our Savior (Hartland). This year we sold many “Creation” bracelets (made by Donna Hay) and have been able

The Lord has blessed us in our work for the unborn, but above everything
the Lord has honored His Word! Hebrews 11:1 says: “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” We
continue to hope in assurance, with the conviction that one day abortion
will be wiped out of our land and the cry of the unborn will be heard no
more. In the meantime, we “speak for those that have no voices”
wherever the Lord takes us and whenever the occasion arises. We pray,
work and watch for the dawning of that day. Blessed be God for ever!

Mary Yigon
President of Heart to Heart LFL Chapter 322 , .
Members of Heart to Heart LFL, pictured with the
ultrasound machine they helped purchase for the
Pregnancy Help Center in Livingston County.



Planning aMINISTRY or HEALTH FAIR...

Need aSSPECIAL EVENT SPEAKER
for your congregation?

Lutherans for Life of Michigan would love to be a part of your Ministry
Health Fair or provide a speakon Life Issues including: Abortion, Advance [Riiges,
End of Life Care, Euthanasia, and Pregnancy Cante@e

Contact: Connie Davis
Phone: 586-949-9261
Email: Iflmi@comcast.col

GARDASIL: The New Vaccine

Gardasil is a new vaccine which has been shown to protect against infection with four HPV types
[6, 11, 16, and 18] which cause 70% of cervical cancer cases.

The vaccine is administered through a series of three injections over a 6-month period. Compared
to other vaccines, Gardasil is very expensive. The cost of each injection begins at $120, or $360
for the series of three shots, but total costs for administration may be much higher.

Gardasil does not protect against other strains of HPV responsible for 30% of cervical cancers. For
this reason, Gardasil will not eliminate the need for regular Pap test screening. The vaccine does
not protect against other sexually transmitted diseases.

Side effects that have occurred are related to problems which take place when the vaccine is
administered. These include fever, nausea, dizziness, and pain, as well as swelling, itching, and
redness at the injection site. [Editor’s Note: In an article entitled “Our girls are not guinea pigs” on
the website MacLeans.CA dated September 18, 2007, Cathy Gulli cites other reactions such as
seizures, paralysis and even death.]

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended routine vaccination of 11 and
12 year old girls. Some U.S. states and Canadian provinces are considering state-mandated,
compulsory vaccination as a condition for school attendance. A large part of the medical
community has either directly opposed or urged caution towards mandatory vaccination for a
number of reasons. Current clinical trial data only exists for five years of results, meaning that

longer-term immunity from the vaccine has not been demonstrated yet.
[Information from Family Research Council tract entitled Gardasil: What Every Parent Should Know about the New

HPV Vaccine]

In his Breakpoint Commentary on March 19, 2007, Chuck Colson stated: “Parents ought to object to the
moral message a mandatory HPV vaccination sends...Modern parents must protect their daughters, not
only from teenage boys who think of little else but sex, but also against drug companies, lawmakers,
and activist groups that want to make money, win campaigns, and teach our kids the wrong message,
even if their intentions are well-meaning.”




MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATION

Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act: HB 4613 and SB 776

HB 4613 was introduced by Representative Brian Palmer on April 19, 2007. SB 776, which was
introduced by Senator Cameron Brown on September 17, 2007, has been referred to the Senate
Committee on Health Policy. This legislation will make it a felony when a physician or any other
individual performs a partial birth abortion, except to save the life of the mother, or if the mother’s
life is “endangered by a physical disorder, physical illness, or physical injury”. This bill will charge
a physician or authorized staff who performs a partial birth abortion and kills a human baby while it
is being born, with a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than two years or a fine of not
more than $50,000 or both.

This legislation is to coincide with the U.S. Supreme Court ruling which upheld the partial birth
abortion ban, Gonzales v Carhart, on April 18, 2007. It is especially important to establish state
statute outlawing partial birth abortion since the Legal Birth Definition Act [LBDA], which would
effectively ban partial birth abortion in Michigan, was once again ruled unconstitutional by the 6™
Circuit Court of Appeals on June 4, 2007. Also, the state law would provide for more responsive
enforcement as federal enforcement resources are overextended.

[Information from www.rtl.org and www.legislature.mi.gov]

FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Freedom of Choice Act: HR 1964 and S 1173

Backed by the abortion industry and liberal lobbying groups, Democratic members of Congress
have introduced legislation to eliminate any and all state or federal limitations on abortion.

The bill [HB 1964 in the U.S. House and SB 1173 in the U.S. Senate] is titled the “Freedom of
Choice Act” and would effectively prohibit any and all regulations or restrictions on abortion at both
the state and federal level. Under this legislation, even state laws governing informed consent and
parental notice would be overturned.

The introduction of this legislation follows a series of pro-life victories, including a recent decision
by the U.S. Supreme Court to uphold a ban on partial-birth abortions.

Please contact your U.S. Representative and U.S. Senator's TODAY and urge them to oppose the
“Freedom of Choice Act.”

[Information from www.prolifecommittee.org, October 10, 2007]

To stay informed on the progress of the legislation listed above, or to learn the status of other pro-life
legislation, both state and federal, please visit the websites listed.
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| WANT TO SPEAK OUT FOR LIFE!
| want to become a member of LFL (Please select aeambership category.)
__Annual: $35 $50 $75 Other $___ (A donatioargf amount will enroll you as an annual member@if).
____Sponsor: | commit to a monthly gift of $__ ( Annual & Sponsor contributions to LFL are taxddetible.)

I'm not interested in membership, but am enclosirogpntribution of $ to support the natiorifures of LFL.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip Phone #

Chapter Name/# (if applicable) cfupation

Congregation

Church Body (Synod) AALC AFLC CLBA EICA LCMS Other

Clip and send to: Lutherans For Life, 1120 SoutAv®@., Nevada, IA 50201-2778
1-888-364-LIFE * (515) 382-3020 * E-mail: info@Iw@tansforlife.org *
WebSite: www.lutheransforlife.org

Video and DVD Lending Library

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE OF MICHIGAN has a lending library of videos and DVDs that arailable =
to congregations, organizations and individualsrupeguest. For a topical listing of resources Hwat g
brief description/summary] visit our website at wMntheransforlifeofmichigan.org

To reserve a resource, please contact LFL of Marhigt 586-949-9261 or email [fimi@comcast.net

FOR LIFE [35 minute DVD] Produced by Lutherans For Life
This resource outlines the mission, message, anthenaof Lutherans For Life through interviews and

music. It is the perfect tool for introducing LRb pastors, teachers, laypeople, Sunday schooys,®da
schools, congregations and church groups. A tuslysguide turns this DVD into a great Bible study.

Choosing Life [12 minute DVD] Produced by City on a Hill Prodiacts

This DVD deals with the subject of abortion witregt sensitivity, focusing on the Biblical foundatifor
the sanctity of life. As nineteen-year-old Megugtles to decide whether to abort her baby, shisfin
guidance in God’s Word and in the advice of a paegy counselor who has been there before. This Jil
won top honor in the ‘best narrative’ category la¢ 2004 San Antonio Independent Christian Fim
Festival. Good for a youth discussion group.
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Notes ‘n

* “] fear our culture has degenerated to a level
where our priorities are so out of whack, that we
decry "from mountain to mountain and valley to

valley" the mistreatment of innocent animals,
while we turn a collective and legislative blind

eye to the premature and yes, barbaric killing of
human life in the name of ‘choice.’... But once -

- just once -- I'd like to hear the John Kerrys,
Nancy Graces and PETA supporters of the world
weep over the brutal and barbaric taking of

human life that they call ‘choice’.” [Former

Congressman JC Watteommenting on Senator Robert
Byrd’'s remarks regarding Atlanta Falcons quartekbac
Michael Vick's cruelty to animals charged.as Vegas
Review-JournalAugust 12, 2007]

* Cowardice asks the question: is it safe?
Expediency asks the question: is it political?

Vanity asks the question: is it popular? But

conscience asks the question: is it right? And
there comes a time when one must take a
position that is neither safe, nor political, nor

popular — but one must take it simply because it
IS right.” [Martin Luther King Jr]

* “Tolerance is the virtue of the man without
convictions.” [Gilbert K Chestertoh

* “It is important...to note that abortion has

never put an end to women’s social distress but
that it simply adds a personal tragedy. There is
no reason or motive that can ever objectively

confer the right to dispose of another’s life.”
[Catholic bishops in southeastern African nation of
Uganda]
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Quotes

* “As Aristotle argued, character cannot be

taught, it can only be learned—and it is best
learned in the communities of the family and the

Church, where children can see and experience
virtue. That is why the war that is being waged

against the family is so serious. If we end up

destroying the family unit, we will end up

destroying civilization itself.” [Chuck Colson,
Breakpoint Commentar®/21/07]

* “In the last 40+ years, 15 million black people
have been denied their most basic civil right, the
right to life...Roughly one quarter of the black
population is now missing. This hasn’t
happened because of lynch mobs, but because of
abortionists who plant their killing centers in
minority neighborhoods and prey upon women
who think they have no hope...It's time that we
remember the sacrifices of men like my father
and my uncle who worked and died so that our
children could live. It's time to stop killing the

future and keep their dream alive.[Dr Alveda
King, niece of civil rights leader Martin Luther King, &t
the unveiling of historic markers at her late fathehurch
and parsonage in Birmingham, AL, August 26, 2007]

* “God became man at Jesus’ conception in
Mary. Since our beginnings were sinful, Jesus
had to take our place from that very moment.
Part of the redemptive process was for Jesus to
pass through all stages of our development.
What powerful implications for the value of
human life from the very beginning! Jesus’
divinity and humanity at the moment of
conception attest to our humanity from that
moment.” [James Lamb, Executive Director of LFL]



