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IN THE HANDS OF GOD

In the Hands of Godwas the theme for the national LFL Conference el®maha, NE on July 6-8.
National LFL President Diane Schroeder wrote thiewong article in the Conference Book:

“In the Hands of God..What does this phrase mean?

There are many scriptural references to the hanGaxf that are used to demonstrate God’s nature
...particularly in how He relates to us, His people.

* The Father’s hands created and shaped us.

* Through the bloodied hands of Jesus we are redde

* God’s hands are powerful and deliver us from exnemies.

* Even if we are all alone, God will never forget; we are engraved on His hands.
* God opens His hand and provides for our evesdne

What a comfort it is to know that when life isswssault us, God’s hand is always there. When dacin
an unplanned pregnancy, | know that God’s handtedemy baby for a purpose. When caring for my
loved ones who are dering, | know that God’s hands are providing ftrod our
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The mission of LFL is to witness to the sanctity oiuman life through education based on the Word ofod.




Lutherans For Life of Michigan believes that th
Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak and
act on behalf of those who are vulnerable
defenseless. The crisis of our time is repudiatibin
Biblical truth manifested in the wanton destrucjon
of innocent human life through legalized abortipn-
on-demand, the growing threat to the lives of ather
through legalized assisted suicide and euthan
Therefore, we will strive together, dsitherans
FOR Life, to give witness, from a iBlical
perspective to the Church and society on thesq and
related issues such as chastity, pdstrtion
healing and family living.
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PROJECT IDEA from Pastor Paul Clark, St Paul Fowler

HOLD YOUR OWN LIFE SUNDAY ESSAY- WRITING CONTEST

It is the mission ot.utherans For Lifdo educate and inform the members of our congregginf the various issues
and challenges in our society that confront usradife Christians. It is especially important tha¢ also reach the
young people of our churches with this message.dtige ways that this can be accomplished is fooregregation
to hold aLife Sunday Essay Writing ContestWe have done this now for the past ten years ansat has become
an eagerly anticipated event here at St Paul Lathier Fowler.

Each congregation can develop its own contest,| butl briefly share with you what has worked webr us.
Around October or November, | distribute guidelinfs the essay-writing contest to each eighth-graide
confirmation class. They are to write an essay ithreesexual purity or chastitygr on any pro-life issue such as
abortion, euthanasia, or embryonic stem-cell resedhe main purpose of the essay is not jusstddcts about the
particular topic, but to apply God's Word to it,dato make a case for the pro-life position. Thedshis are
encouraged to read up on the topic, talk to parants others for input, and make good use of thditeBand
catechism. The essay is to be kept to approximat@dwords.

The essays are turned in to me two weeks befoee Suinday, so that | have time to talk to the studéout any
major corrections or modifications. When Life Supdames, we have a special break{asade and served by our
Life Group members and Sunday School teaclielleving the service. A free-will offering takeioif the breakfast
is donated to a pro-life organization, such aslocal crisis pregnancy center. Following the braakfa couple of
our Life Group members and | speak a few minuteprodife updates. Then, after everyone gets sebefgings of
breakfast, we introduce the essay contest.

Three judges have been previously selected fronedhgregation who are unrelated to any of the cbatgs. They
are seated at a special table and provided withigp®rms for judging the essays. | then read ohéhe essays
without telling who wrote it (I just refer to it d&ssay #) After the judges have a couple of minutes toofiit their

forms | proceed to read the next essay, and sardihall have been read. The judges are then disgdi while they
add up their scores. When they return we annoureé hird Place, Second Place, and First Place wsnAenounts
of prizes are determined ahead of time by our Gfeup. We make sure, however, that everyone gete gwize.

Then we pose the students with the judges and ipast@ictures, and then dismiss with prayer andjisig the

Doxology.

The congregation has come to love this event aakisldorward to it. Our students have an opportutotyhink
through many of the pro-life issues, which is aagjleenefit to them, and the congregation is al$orimed and
educated by hearing them. Combined with the breskiais makes Life Sundayvary special dajor the church.

Of course, you can adapt this in any way to fitryoongregation. This is just one possible way ahdsomething
like this. But alLife Issues Essay Writing Contestis a valuable thing for confirmation age studentsl a
congregation members alike. It is one of the ways aan better hold these important teachings of Laurd
concerning sexual purity, chastity, and the sapcithuman life before the eyes of our people, thatmay truly
defend and uphold the treasure we have in Godim&t&Vord.

Winner of the 2007 LFL-MI Purity Project was Lillia n_Schmidt from St Peter
Lutheran School Hemlock.




Great Grand Rapids Area LFL Chapter Events

A retreat on Biblical womanhood was held on Satyrda
April 14 in Lowell. Linda Bartlett, former natioha
president of Lutherans For Life, was the retreatiés.

Linda [far right] is pictured with several ladiehwattended
the retreat.

Grand Rapids Zone LWML and Greater Grand Rapids
LFL co-sponsored a purity lifestyle show that used
vintage clothing to illustrate what God’s Word says
about clothing, behavior, and respect for self atiners.
Linda Bartlett and Judy Hayen produce and predest t
Dressing For Life Style Shotinroughout the Midwest
states. Pictured at right are several models who
participated in the Grand Rapids style show.

Greater Grand Rapids Lutherans For Life
invites you to attend their Annual Banquet

Sunday, October 7, 2007
St Matthew Lutheran Church

5125 Cascade Road, Grand Rapids, Ml 49546

5:30 pm Appetizers
6:00 pm Dinner

Guest Speaker:

The Rev Dr James Lamb
Executive Director of National Lutherans For Life

Topic:
Stem Cell Research and BioTechnology

Tickets are $15.00 per person
For reservations contact or mail your reservationgo...
Lynda Lueders, 2180 Innwood Drive SE, Kentwood, MA9508
or call (616) 455-8702 by September 30




What's Happening

Christ the King Lutheran in Southgate

Grace Lutheran in Coopersville

Holy Cross Lutheran in Jenison

2007 StateWide Diaper Shower

The following congregations participated in the 2(
Statewide Diaper Shower...

Our Savior Scottville
St Peter & Paul Hancock
Christ the King Southgate
Heart of the Shepherd Howell
Shepherd of the Lakes Brighton
Our Savior Hartland
St Michael Richville
Grace Coopersville
Redemption Sterling Heights
Holy Cross Jenison*
Emmanuel Britton*
St John Grand Haven
St Timothy Otisville
Our Redeemer Muskegon
St Peter Hemlock
Guardian Dearborn
Mt Olive Grand Rapids
Redford Evangelical Detroit*
Redeemer Grand Rapids
St Martin Birch Run*
Our Savior Union City
St John Fraser
St Peter Macomb
St John Adrian
Immanuel Macomb
St James Montague
St John Bay City
St John Port Hope*
Trinity Arcadia
Trinity Sturgis*
Peace Saginaw*
St Paul Albion
Drummond Island Drummond Island
St Matthew Holt
Our Savior Lansing
St Paul Fowler
Our Savior Grand Rapids
St Paul Colon
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i Michigan?

Diaper Shower cont'd...

How many congregations participated in the showd®v many
diapers were collected?

The 36 congregations listed on page 6 called ipeditallies.
From these 36 churches, a total of 31,471 diapers wollected
and donated to various pregnancy care centers ghoat the

state of Michigan.

* designates congregations who participated foffitsetime

Granddaughters of Kathi Strahl,
the LMC at St James Lutheran
Montague, pose in front of the

diapers donated by the members

of their congregation

Thank you!

Our Savior Lutheran Lansing

Gary Peters, Treasurer of LFL-MI, is pictured with

Pastor Paul Herter of Hope Lutheran Church in
Adrian at the South & East Pastors Conference in
Frankenmuth on May 15 — 16



What's Happening.....in Michigan? continued.,

LFL-MI President Connie Davis hosted the LFL
exhibit at a Health Fair hosted by St John Ray on
June 9. Pictured at left, in front of the exhibs,
Darla Steeh, Life Ministry Coordinator at St John.

Donna Zuehlk, president of Loving Arms LFL Chapier
Macomb County, presents the DVBtem Cell Research and
Cloning 101: A Primetto residents at the Presbyterian Village
Nursing Care/Assisted Living Facility in New Balime on
June 25. The presentation was arranged by Marsehller, an
active member of LFL who now resides in the Village

Loving Arms LFL Chapter of Macomb County and LFL of Michigan
are co-sponsoring a special event for Life Ministgordinators, Pastors & other interested person

[72)

“Bloom Where You Are Planted”
Saturday, September 22, 2007
St Peter Lutheran Church, 17051 — 24 Mile Road, Maamb, MI 48042
10:00 am — 12 noon

THE EVENT IS FREE. Coffee and breakfast breadthalserved.
Free life resources will be given to every congtegawho is represented.
Please respond to Connie at 586-949-9261 or Iflnoi@bast.neby September 8




A Life Ministry Coordinator Report

by Linda Finkel
St John Lutheran Port Hoj

I would like to thank the people of Port Hope/HarBeach for their very generous support of our mece
Lutherans For Life fundraiser. It started as apt@rDiaper Shower at St John Lutheran Church in the
month of May, and from there, Kathy Gephardt anaideLawes headed up a Bake Sale for two
consecutive Saturdays in Port Hope and then in dfdBleach. The response was more than generous
and | thank everyone who contributed in any way...€hédren of St John Lutheran School in Port
Hope added more $$ by selling red roses for theithers. The diapers and money will be donated to a
women’s pregnancy center to help mothers who hagtddd to keep their babies and need the extra
support...Again, thank you to all who participatedtims very good cause. Many women and their
babies will be helped through your generosity. G&lessings.

[This article is an excerpt of a letter writtenaod published ifThe Harbor Beach Timeby Life Ministry Coordinator Linda
Finkel, June 27, 2007]

Kathy Gephardt and Benita Lawes hosting a
Bake Sale in Port Hope on Memorial Day
weekenc

Children, from St John Lutheran School Port Hope
who helped with the Mother's Day Rose Sale,
gather around the diaper collection from their
church.

[L to R] Otyllia Abraham, Morissa Schave,
Brittany Schave, Brett Abraham, Kendra Abraham,
Connor Kowaleski

Billboard entering the town of Harbor Beach
advertising the Bake Sale.



Your Gifts to LFL by Gary Peters, Treasurer

The all-volunteer ministry ofutherans for Life of Michigan is thankful for all its generous contributors who
give of their treasures to support the operatiothsf ministry. Your gifts assist us in carryingt@ur mission
in Michigan and beyond to give witness to the sanaf all human life, from conception to naturadath,
based on God’s Word. Friends of LFL of Michigakelyou, are a blessing and instrumental to theess of
our mission and ministry.

This year, Lutherans for Life of Michigan has apm® an operating budget of $14,900. The budgett®us
accounts can be broken down into four (4) geneedsa Resources & Materials; Outreach Ministry; &kpey
(or providing the“Life Display”) at various Seminars, Meetings and Conferenced; ldewsletters &
Communications.

Resources & Materials
$2400

Speaking Engagements at
Seminars, Conferences &

Meetings $4000 I\/ Outreach Ministry
$2300

Newsletters, Postage &
Communications $6200

We hope you will call on us if we can be of seevio your witnessFor Life”. Thank you again for your
support.
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Planning aMINISTRY or HEALTH FAIR...

Need aSSPECIAL EVENT SPEAKER for
your congregation?

Lutherans for Life of Michigan would love to be a part of your Ministryr
Health Fair or provide a speaker on Life Issues includiigortion, Advance Directive:
End of Life Care, Euthanasia, and Pregnancy CanteCe

Contact: Connie Davis
Phone: 586-949-9261
Email: Iflmi@comcast.com
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| WANT TO SPEAK OUT FOR LIFE!
| want to become a member of LFL (Please select aembership category.)
__ Annual: $35 $50 $75 Other $___ (A donatioargf amount will enroll you as an annual member @)
____Sponsor: | commit to a monthly gift of $__ ( Annual & Sponsor contributions to LFL are taxddetible.)

I'm not interested in membership, but am enclosiragpntribution of $ to support the natiorifdres of LFL.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip Phone #

Chapter Name/# (if applicable) c€upation

Congregation

Church Body (Synod) AALC AFLC CLBA EICA LCMS Other

Clip and send to: Lutherans For Life, 1120 SoutAv®@., Nevada, IA 50201-2778
1-888-364-LIFE * (515) 382-3020 * E-mail: info@Iwtansforlife.org *
WebSite: www.lutheransforlife.org

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE OF MICHIGAN has a lending library of videos and DVDs that arailable
to congregations, organizations and individualsnupeuest. For a topical listing of resourcesit vasr
website at www.lutheransforlifeofmichigan.org

To reserve a resource, please contact LFL of Marhigt 586-949-9261 or email Iflmi@comcast.net

It's Not Gay [25 minute DVD] Produced by American Family Assdion
This resource presents a story that few have hadmlying former homosexuals the opportunity td Ti3|

their own story in their own words. Along with mieal and mental health experts, these individJpls
express a clear warning that the prevalent viemarhosexuality being presented to students is retath
whole story.

Truth Unmasked Produced by Life Issues Institute
This resource is an interactive CD-ROM on life eswith graphics and music exclusively for junugkh "
ages and older. Topics include: fetal developmgateral facts on abortion, description of abortgn
procedures, and risks involved in abortion. u

n
u
| |
4
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c/o 23775 — 24 Mile Road
Macomb, M| 48042

Change Service Requested

* “The popular notion that "you can't legislate
morality” is a myth. Morality is legislated every
day from the vantage point of one value system
being chosen over another. The question is not
whether we will legislate morality, but whose
morality gets legislated.” Ghuck Colson
Breakpointcommentary, June 6, 2007]

* “The problem with stem cell research has
nothing to do with its potential to cure diseases.
There might actually be incredible discoveries of
cures from the destruction of embryos. There
might also be incredible discoveries of cures
from experimenting on prisoners or Killing the
infirm to study the dying process. This is not a
debate about whether embryonic stem cell
research accomplishes anything. This is a debatt
about the wrongful ending of human life.”
[Pastor Robert Fleischmanm Clearly Caring
July/August 2006]

* Every life, from the embryo in a fallopian tube
to grandma in the nursing home, has purpose
because God is the One who is at work in their
lives according to His purpose. What a powerful
message for the family whose little baby is born
with anencephaly and only lived a few hours.
What a powerful message for the family standing
around grandma’s bed in the nursing home
wondering why God doesn’'t take her home.”
[Dr Jim Lamb April 5, 2006 letter]

* “How can the dream survive if we murder the

children?” Dr Alveda King college professor
and niece of Dr Martin Luther King]
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* “What arrogance to decree that, because we
deem another’s life not worth living, it must be
ended. But that is the spirit, or spiritlessnexs,
the age. How far we have come from poor,
backward, modest Hippocrates, who advised us:
‘First do no harm’. Ah, but how much more we
have learned since his time. How much more
advanced we are now! Yes, and how much we
have forgotten. As knowledge has expanded,
wisdom has shrunk.”Faul Greenberp

* “In this Information Age...people who care
about human dignity can easily find out what they
need to know. The trick is getting them to care in
the first place. It's making our voices and coneer
heard about what many call the ‘clutter’ of the
Information Age. When thousands of things, most
of them worthless, compete for people’s attention,
we need to help people focus on the right things.
We need to remind them that there are things more
deserving of their attention than who entered rehab
and who fathered whose baby. Just as [William]
Wilberforce became the conscience of his age, we
must become the conscience of the Information
Age. It will not make us popular, any more than
Wilberforce’s persistence endeared him to his
peers. But if we do not try to get people to l@bk
the larger world, then today’s victims of brutality
might as well be invisible.” Nlark Earley
President of Prison Fellowship, in article titled
Make You Look: Wilberforce and Awareness
2/20/07]

* “Woe to us, if the history books record that our

society was more passionate about protecting
animals than it was about protecting its own

children.” Barb Listing RtL of MI President]



