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Lutherans For Life of Michigan   
   
      

May.June.July 2007  
 

The mission of LFL is to witness to the sanctity of human life through education based on the Word of God. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
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Lutherans For Life of Michigan believes that the 
Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak and 
act on behalf of those who are vulnerable and    
defenseless.  The crisis of our time is repudiation of 
Biblical truth manifested in the wanton destruction 
of innocent human life through legalized abortion-
on-demand, the growing threat to the lives of others 
through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia.  
Therefore, we will strive together, as Lutherans 
FOR Life, to give witness, from a Biblical        
perspective to the Church and society on these and 
related issues such as chastity, post-abortion     
healing and family living.  
 

LFL-MI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Spiritual Advisor: 
Pastor Paul Clark                      [989] 593-2066 
 
President: 
Connie Davis                            [586] 949-9261 
 
Vice President: 
Jon Jenkins                                [517] 676-3520 
 
Secretary: 
Karen Dierking                         [616] 942-6888 
 
Treasurer: 
Gary Peters                               [989] 652-2542 
 
LMC Coordinator: 
Jean Peters                                [989] 652-2542 
 
Urban Outreach: 
Susan Hill                                 [586] 468-7871 
 
Bulk Mailing: 
Fred & Millie Gallert                [616] 538-5791  
 
 

BOARD CONSULTANTS 
 

Purity Project Consultant: 
Kathy Reither                            [586] 412-9246 
 
Legislative Consultant: 
Joanne Emmons                        [231] 247-4714 
 
Lutheran Schools Consultant: 
Terry Davis                               [586] 949-9261 
 
 
Lifelines of Michigan LFL  is mailed free of 
charge to Michigan LFL supporters.  Articles may 
be reprinted with attribution to source. 
Email address:  lflmi@comcast.net 

���������������������������������������� ����
Pamela Lueke, Bad Axe 

 

Byron & Donna Zuehlk, Washington 
[in memory of Erwin & Eileen Seifferlein and 
in memory of Elfrieda Dech & Lloyd Schaan] 

 

Gary & Jean Peters, Frankenmuth 
[in memory of Connie Davis’ mother and brother-in-law] 

 

John & Kathy Seutter, Birch Run 
 

Pastor & Mrs Arthur Reich, Flint 
 

Melva Coyne, Mt Pleasant 
 

Hilda Koch, Gagetown 
 

Marv & Pat Warnez, Shelby Twp 
[in memory of Elfrieda Dech & Lloyd Schaan] 

 

Fred & Millie Gallert, Grand Rapids 
[in memory of Elfrieda Dech & Lloyd Schaan] 

 

St Lorenz Lutheran Church, Frankenmuth 
 

John & Joanne Emmons, Big Rapids 
[in memory of Elfrieda Dech & Lloyd Schaan] 

 

Pastor Paul & Elizabeth Clark, Fowler 
[in memory of Elfrieda Dech & Lloyd Schaan] 

 

Dorothy Hagemann, Albion 
[in memory of Robert Hagemann Sr] 

 

Carl & Mary Fischer, St Charles 
[in memory of Werner Rosenbaum] 

 

William Rohn, Saint Joseph 
[in memory of Margaret Rohn] 

 

Irma List, Frankenmuth 
 

Glen & Ruth Tracy, Warren 
 

Charles & Helen Bohm, Ray 
 

Lucille Palmiter, Monroe 
[in honor of great-grandchild Olivia Mae Liss] 

 

Atonement Lutheran Church, Dearborn 
 

Guardian Lutheran School, Dearborn 
 

St Mark Lutheran Church, Flint 
 

[continued on page 4] 



 3 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�������� ��������	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
��� ����
����

����������	
������
 ����������
����

�
�������	���
�������	���
�������	���
�������	��� ���
������������������������������������������������� ���

����
������������������
 ���
�������

 

�

�������	
� ���� �
��� �� � �
��
��	� 

� 
��	
��
	�� 
��
� � 		���� ��������� ��
� ����������
������� ������� ��� ��
� � !� ���� �� � ��� �	�������� ���� �������	� ��	������
�	
� 
	�
�
��
��	� ��� ����
�
����� 
	� ��

� ���	�� ��
��� 
������ 
� ������ ����	�	��� ����� ��	���
�
���������������
�������
�
��������������

������

����� �
�
�	�������� ���� ������
� �� � ����� ��	������
�	�  �
�� ��� ���
	� ����� 
!� ���"�������������������

�		��	����	�
!�����#����������
�����"���
��� ��

��
 ������
����
��
�
$�

�	���� �	� ����� ��� ����� ������� ���� ���� �������
�	 � �� � �
����
�� � %��� ���� ����
�� ���

������������
����
��	��������
�$���������
	�������	 �
�����	����� ������
�
&	��� ���� �
����
� ���� ���������!� ������ ���� 	������ �� � ����"��#�$ � �
����
� ���������� �	��

�����������
���������������'�		
�����()*+,-,+,.*/�� ������
0�����
��	����
�
$��
�������������������
����
����������	�	��������� �	����
	�������������������	���
�����

�����
�1&�������
��
����� ����
���
��
�����������
�
 	�	�����
�
�
����	�����������������"������������
��� ��������	��� ���
�	�
��������
�	�������	����
��
��� ���
�� ����� ��� ���� �� � �
��
��	� ��� .233(4.-� �
��� 5 ���!� ������!� �6� -)7-.� ���
����
0�����
��	�� �����
	���

�	�
	� ������������ �
�
���������
�
��
�
����������	��
����	�
��

���������	���������������� �
������������
��������
���������������	������������ ��

��������.(8-7�
�



 4 

                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PROJECT IDEAS for Life Ministry Coordinators 

 
There are two excellent new DVDs available for your congregation to use in a Bible class setting.  
 
The first is “Stem Cell Research and Cloning 101: A Primer,” hosted by Rev. Dr. James Lamb of 
Lutherans for Life.  As Hollywood celebrities and the media twist and distort the truth about stem cell 
research and cloning, Christians need to know the truth about these important LIFE issues.  Applying 
God’s word to these issues, Dr. Lamb shares, in easy to understand terms, the facts about cloning and 
embryonic and adult stem cell research.  This excellent 37 minute DVD has been sent free to all Lutheran 
pastors, so check with your pastor to see if he received his copy.  If not, contact Lutherans for Life at         
1-888-364-LIFE for your free copy to share with your congregation.  Please take the time to check out this 
DVD.  Lutherans for Life has done a wonderful job addressing this issue and making it easy for pastors or 
Life Ministry Coordinators to present it in a Bible class setting, even if we are unfamiliar with all the facts. 
You might also want to order two brochures from Lutherans for Life entitled “Stem Cell Research: 
Understanding the Basics” and “Cloning: Understanding the Basics” at a cost of $.25 each to hand out to 
the class. 
 
The second video is entitled “Fearfully and Wonderfully Made,”  by Dr. David Menton, a Lutheran 
physician and professor of anatomy, who now speaks for the organization Answers in Genesis.  As Dr. 
Menton explains the incredible complexity of life before birth, in easy to understand terms, we learn about 
the amazing miracles that occur over and over again during the 9 months of pregnancy.  As Christians, we 
have always been aware that the birth of a child is a miracle, but this 63 minute DVD shows us how many 
miracles God performs as the unborn child grows inside the womb.  Dr. Menton presents scripture to 
clarify these miracles and humor to entertain us.  This DVD is unlike anything you have seen before on the 
unborn child.  You can order it from Answers in Genesis by calling 1-800-778-3390 for $12.99.  
 
Both DVDs are suitable for ages 13 and above and may be of interest to your Junior High Science Teacher 
or Bible class leader and your High School Youth Leader.  Our young people certainly need this 
information as they face the teachings of the public school system. 
 
May God continue to bless your ministry as you continue to share His Word of LIFE.  
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  Please consider sharing with Lifelines readers an LMC project you are doing in your 
congregation.  Just send us a short article describing your project, or if you do not care to write an article, 
send your name, phone number, and project idea and we will call you to inquire about your project and 
write the article for you.  Thanks – the more ideas we share the more all of us can serve the vulnerable and 
defenseless. Send articles or ideas to Jean Peters, 7409 Maple Rd, Frankenmuth, MI 48734. 
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St Lorenz Lutheran School, Frankenmuth 
 

Peter & Carol Simon, Traverse City 
[in memory of Edward Stegman Jr] 

 

Pastor Thomas & Luanne Skrenes, Ishpeming 
 

Loving Arms LFL Chapter, Macomb County 
[in memory of Connie Davis’ mother & brother-in-law] 

 

Jerry & Dianne Goschka, Lansing 
[in memory of Judy Dyer] 

 

Ernest & Ruth Sheldon, Memphis 
[in memory of Andrew Sheldon] 

 

Terry & Dorothy Laubsch, Frankenmuth 
[in memory of George Rummel] 

 

St John Lutheran Church, Fraser 
 

Ralph & Ruth List, Frankenmuth 
 

JoAnn Sellers, Clarkston 
[in memory of Dorothy Smart] 

 

John Meyer, Grand Rapids 
 

John & Margaret Weiss, Grand Rapids 
 

Enid Muhme, Milford 
 

Rick & Karen List, Frankenmuth 
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Pastor Bill Yonkers  
encourages teens [grades 8-12] 
to delay sexual intimacy until 

after marriage. 
Program, pizza and pop 
all for $5 registration 
Call 517-507-5870 
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This picture of Tommy speaks for itself.  Thank you for your prayers and generosity.  
Your donations to Lutherans For Life help save babies and mothers right here in 
Livingston County.  God bless!. 
 
[submitted by Mary Yigon, president of Heart to Heart LFL Chapter] 
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Chapter Report from Heart to Heart LFL  in Livingston County 
 

Peace to all of you in the name of the Lord. 
 
We would like to tell you how Lutherans For Life is contributing to save babies and mothers right here in 
Livingston County…so why not tell you this little story: 
 
 Tommy’s mother had three older children, some mental health problems and was going through a divorce 
when she discovered she was pregnant.  No, she couldn’t have a baby with all that was going on!  She was 
abortion minded.  A friend took her to Pregnancy Helpline Clinic in Brighton for an ultrasound.  She carefully 
watched the baby moving.  But NO, she couldn’t have a baby and deal with all that she was dealing with.  Two 
weeks later, she requested a second ultrasound, and again she left, shaking her head NO.  They didn’t hear from 
her again, and she never answered their calls. 
 Seven months later, the nurse was calling to check on her at her due date.  She answered the phone.  
When the nurse told her who was calling, she started to cry.  “Oh, I couldn’t do it.  I had my baby a month ago.  
He is beautiful, and I can’t imagine life without him.  You know, I just needed to see that heartbeat on the 
ultrasound.” 
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STEM CELL RESEARCH NEWS 
 
 
Problems with EMBRYONIC Stem Cells 
 
* Every time embryonic stem cells are extracted from a human embryo, a unique individual is destroyed.   
 
* The whole argument behind research on embryonic stem cells is based on potential cures, not current 
cures. 
 
* Embryonic stem cells are completely undifferentiated so they don’t always become what researchers 
want them to become.  There was an experiment in China, where a man with Parkinson’s was injected 
with fetal and embryo cells.  He died unexpectedly after improving briefly.  His autopsy revealed that his 
death was caused by the “unexpected growth of bone, skin and hair in his brain, material the authors 
theorized resulted from the transformation of undifferentiated stem cells into non-neural, and therefore 
deadly, tissues.” 
 
* The undifferentiated stem cells could become cancer cells.  To date, when embryonic stem cells have 
been transplanted in laboratory animal tests, they go haywire and cause tumors. 
 
* It is never ethically correct to sacrifice the life of one human to save another without their consent.  
Medical advancement should continue, but not through the taking of human life.  No human being 
should be forced to be made the subject of research without their permission, especially if that research 
leads directly to their destruction. 
 
[Information resources: RtL of MI Macomb Educational Resource Center Newsletter, Autumn 2001 and RtL of MI LifeFacts, 
March 15, 2007] 
 
 
 
Most Recent  ADULT Stem Cell Successes 
 
* British researchers have grown human heart tissue from adult stem cells found in a person’s bone 
marrow.  These adult stem cell-based tissues present an advantage over embryonic stem cell research 
because they can involve the patient’s own cells. That’s important because embryonic stem cells have 
problems with being rejected by the immune system.  [LifeNews.com, April 2, 2007] 
 
* According to a study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, a group of patients 
with Type 1 Diabetes, were experimentally treated in Brazil with their own stem cells.  Thirteen out of 
the fifteen young people who received transplants using their own stem cells were able to go without 
insulin for extended periods, ranging from six months to three years.  The patients involved were 
between the ages of 14 to 31 and newly diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes.  All participants underwent 
high-dose immunosuppression therapy followed by a procedure called autologous nonmyeloablative 
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (AHST) which involves removing a patient’s own blood stem 
cells, treating them, and then returning them to the patient.  [Amanda Gardner, HealthDay Reporter, April 10, 
2007 and RtL LifeFacts, April 12, 2007] 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

����������������������������������� ���������������������� ���
����
����
�����
����
����
�����
����
����
�����
����
����
������ ���
����

Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007 (S 5)   [Washington, DC] 

The Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act (S 5), sponsored by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid    
(D-NV), would mandate federal funding of the type of stem cell research that requires the killing of 
human embryos.  This bill would overturn President Bush's policy that prohibits such funding.  
Lutherans For Life strongly opposes this bill.  On Wednesday, April 11, 2007, the Senate approved S 5 
by a vote of 63 to 34.  The bill was supported by 44 Democrats, 2 independents, and 17 Republicans.  It 
was opposed by 2 Democrats and 32 Republicans.  The bill has been sent to the House of 
Representatives for further action.  President Bush has vowed to veto the bill.  Both Michigan 
Democratic Senators, Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, supported this bill. 

The House already passed a very similar bill (HR 3) on January 11, 2007 with a vote of 253-174.  
However, the House must vote again on the Senate version of the legislation (S 5) before it can be sent to 
President Bush.  To view how your representative voted on HR 3, visit the National Right to Life 
website.  Click on the ‘2007-2008 Scorecard for the House’…and scroll down to ‘Michigan’. 

[National Right to Life website] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lansing Lawmakers Push to Lift  Embryonic Stem Cell  Research Ban  

Michigan State Senator Gretchen Whitmer [D-East Lansing] and Michigan State Representative Andy 
Meisner [D-Ferndale] are pushing to lift the ban on embryonic stem cell research in Michigan.  Ours is 
one of several states who restrict embryonic stem cell research, including work with live and cloned 
embryos.  Adult stem cell research, however, is legal in Michigan and has proved to be successful in 
treating over 70 different diseases and injuries.   

Media reports confuse people by implying that adult stem cells can be harvested only from adult humans.  
This is false and very misleading!  Adult stem cells are obtained from the tissues of newborns, children 
or adults.  Umbilical cord blood is also a rich source of adult stem cells.  It is not necessary to destroy 
embryonic human life in order to advance stem cell research. 

[“Lawmakes push to lift stem cell research ban” by Justin Kroll, Capital News Service, Macomb Daily, 4/15/07; Adult Stem 
Cell Treatments: Nine Faces of Success, Family Research Council; “Stem Cell Research: Understanding the Ethical Debate” 
by Prof James Refenes in ArborLight, Winter 2005-2006, Concordia University, Ann Arbor, MI] 

It is important that we, as concerned Christians, voice our 
objections to this legislation.  Just because something can 
be done, or may be beneficial in the future, does not 
necessarily mean it should be done.  Because Christ came 
to us as a one-celled zygote, we know that our heavenly 
Father values and honors human life in the earliest stages 
of development.  How can we not speak up in defense of 
the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters? 
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I WANT TO SPEAK OUT FOR LIFE! 
 

I want to become a member of LFL (Please select a membership category.) 
 

____Annual: $35 $50 $75 Other $____ (A donation of any amount will enroll you as an annual member of LFL) 
 

____Sponsor:  I commit to a monthly gift of $______ ( Annual & Sponsor contributions to LFL are tax-deductible.) 
 

I’m not interested in membership, but am enclosing a contribution of $______ to support the national efforts of LFL. 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_________________________________________ Phone #________________________ 
 
Chapter Name/# (if applicable) __________________ Occupation ______________________________ 
 
Congregation_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church Body (Synod) AALC____ AFLC ____ CLBA ____ ELCA ____ LCMS ____ Other _____ 
 

Clip and send to:  Lutherans For Life, 1120 South G Ave., Nevada, IA 50201-2778 
1-888-364-LIFE * (515) 382-3020 * E-mail: info@lutheransforlife.org *  

WebSite: www.lutheransforlife.org 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE OF MICHIGAN has a lending library of videos and DVDs that are available 
to congregations, organizations and individuals upon request.  For a topical listing of resources, visit our 
website at www.lutheransforlifeofmichigan.org 
 
To reserve a resource, please contact LFL of Michigan at 586-949-9261 or email lflmi@comcast.net 
 
 
Stem Cells: Beyond Hype Real Hope  [6 minute DVD] Produced by Family Research Council 
An excellent discussion of the two types of stem cell research…embryonic stem cell research (which has 
evidenced NO successes] and adult stem cell research (which has produced MANY successful medical 
treatments). 
 
Stem Cell Research and Cloning 101: A Primer  [37 minute DVD plus Discussion Guide]  Produced by 
National Lutherans For Life and hosted by Rev Dr James Lamb, Executive Director of LFL.  It is 
imperative for Christians to know and understand what God’s Word says about these new, controversial 
medical technologies.  Also available as a companion to this resource are two full color tracts entitled Stem 
Cell Research: Understanding the Basics and Cloning: Understanding the Basics…both available from 
LFL of Michigan. 
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* “The embryo is, I believe, the weakest and 
least advantaged of our fellow human beings, 
and no community is really strong if it will not 
carry its weakest members.”   [Professor Gilbert 
Meilaender of Valparaiso University] 
 
* “The emerging truth in the lab is that 
(embryonic) stem cells are hard to rein in.  The 
potential that they would explode into a 
cancerous mass after a stem cell transplant might 
turn out to be the Pandora;s box of stem cell 
research.”  [Bioethicist Glenn McGee of University of 
Pennsylvania] 
 
* “The bottom line for the Christian is to trust in 
the wisdom of God that all life is a gift from 
Him.  The Christian is called to defend life at all 
stages of development and in all conditions 
because it is a gift from God.  No other 
arguments are necessary.”  [LFL Press Release, July 
12, 2001] 
 
* “Clearly, we must continue to fight to help 
cure disease and alleviate suffering.  However, it 
is never acceptable to deliberately kill one 
innocent human being in order to help another.  
At the center of this debate is the question: Is the 
young human person or property?”  [Senator Sam 
Brownback] 
 
 
* “We must never treat the human person as 
mere material for the bodily well-being of 
another.”  [Alan Keyes] 
 

* “The gift of life is far too precious to waste our 
resources on lost causes.  Instead, we must 
preserve the threatened lives of children and 
adults by furthering adult stem cell research.  
The real distinction between adult stem cell 
research and embryonic stem cell research is 
found in the division between life and death.  
Adult stem cell research allows for living human 
beings to make a life-giving gift.  Embryonic 
stem cell research destroys human life with no 
hope of saving another.  Investing our time, 
money, and scientists in such research seems 
absurd when the promising field of adult stem 
cells is readily available.”  [Sara Rudolph, author of 
How Adult Stem Cells Saved My Life: A Personal View 
of the Stem Cell Debate who was successfully treated for 
blood cancer with adult stem cells] 
 
* “It is [God’s] work that is the basis for our 
Christian identity.  Therefore, using any 
technology that kills the unborn child as a means 
to an end, i.e., the treatment of Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s or any other genetic or non-genetic 
disease violates the Fifth Commandment.  We 
care for the unborn child.  We do not abandon 
the child.”  [Dr Robert Weise, Concordia Seminary,        
St Louis, MO] 
 
* “The words ‘political action’ make some of us 
feel uneasy.  That’s good.  Caution is a proper 
response…but caution does not need to translate 
into inaction.  It needs to translate into proper 
action.  As God’s people, we need to make our 
voice heard and our influence felt in the political 
arena, especially with the issues of life and death 
that malign our Lord of Life. [Dr James Lamb, 
Executive Director of Lutherans For Life] 


